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As an organization serv-ing children of all abil-ities for over 53 years,The Early Learning Institute’s(TELI) therapists understandthat sometimes finding theright piece of Assistive tech-nology can make a world ofdifference in a child’s devel-opment. The Commonwealthof Pennsylvania defines anAssistive technology as anyitem, piece of equipment, orproduct system, whetheracquired commercially, modi-fied or customized, that isused to increase, maintain, orimprove the functional capa-bilities of individuals withdisabilities. Because of itsimpact on the lives of children andadults with disabilities,Pennsylvania proclaimed Novemberas Assistive Technology AwarenessMonth.When TELI’s Director of EarlyIntervention Services, DeborahUram, thinks of technology for chil-dren with special needs, she thinksof assistive technology as any“means in which we can adapt toysor other types of equipment for chil-dren with delays or disabilities andgive them an opportunity to suc-cessfully interact with typicallydeveloping children.” This can be something as simpleas adding a switch to a game for achild who has physical limitations.A switch attaches directly to a toyand allows it to operate correctly bythe simple touch of a button. Thisteaches children about cause andeffect, which is important in thedevelopment of all children. Assistive technology can be sim-ple or complex. It can include spe-cially designed spoons, cups, orplates for children with feedingissues. For children with sensoryissues, special pressure vests orweighed vests can be used to helpchildren self-calm and focus. Forchildren who need just a little extrahelp in learning to walk, shoes canbe adapted and orthotics may beused until a child is ready to walk ontheir own. Beginning this July, TELI’sDevelopmental therapists andSpeech therapists began usingNOOK Color TM devices and theirapplications with children enrolledin both the home-based EarlyIntervention Program and the cen-ter-based Social Butterflies Program.TELI’s focus with the NOOK Color
TM is to emphasize pre-literacy and

the importance of reading to chil-dren. It encourages social interac-tion and can be used as a basic com-munication tool through its variousapplications. For example, a childwho is not yet speaking can expresstheir wants and needs through thetouch of the screen. By touching themilk button, the child is tellinghis/her caregiver that they wouldlike milk. “Our goal is to teach chil-dren how to communicate by show-ing them how powerful a word canbe” says Uram. The NOOK Color TM is also beingused in TELI’s Social Butterfliessocialization groups for young tod-dlers. The children are treated togroup story time with the NOOKColor TM and then are able to explorebooks on an individual basis withthe assistance of Early Childhoodteacher and Social Butterflies Coor-dinator Melanie Hathaway. “Parentsand children are enjoying this pieceof technology.”Sometimes there is apprehensionby parents and caregivers thatusing Assistive technology willhold back a child’s development.However, research shows thatAssistive technology not onlyenhances a child’s overall receptivelanguage, but their IQ and vocabu-lary base as well. Uram says, “You’re supporting the child’sdevelopmental needs by givingthem alternative ways to meetthose developmental goals. Whenthey don’t need the support thatAssistive technology offers, it usu-ally fades out all by itself. Assistivetechnology allows children to fullyparticipate in activities with theirpeers and nothing makes a childhappier than being like everyoneelse.”

Tech at TELI

For more information about how The Early Learning Institute (TELI) is using Assistive technology, visit www.telipa.orgor call (412) 922-8322.>

Assistive technology can include speciallydesigned spoons, cups, or plates for children with feeding issues.

8th Annual All AbilitiesCamp Fair
Saturday, February, 4, 201210:00 a.m. – 3:00 p.m.

The Mall at Robinson100 Robinson Centre DrivePittsburgh, PA  15205
Exhibitors include:• Camps for typical children and those with disabilities• Inclusion friendly camps• Full and half day programs• School and preschool age camps• Information regarding extended school year (ESY)

FREE AND OPEN TO ALL!

For more info contact:ABOARD’s Autism Connection of PA35 Wilson Street, Suite 100, Pittsburgh, PA 15223Phone 1-800-827-9385www.autismconnectionofpa.org


